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On an unseasonably cool morning today, students stuffed light jackets and fresh school supplies 
into lockers, met their teachers and settled into new class-rooms at Wick Elementary School 
today. Nearly all of the more than 400 of the students were clad in navy or light blue, yellow and 
tan. 

Uniforms are a requirement for the first time at the Romulus school. 

The school made uniforms optional last fall, and the year began with more than half of the 
students participating, said Principal ShaVonna Johnson. 

But the uniforms began disappearing after Christmas, she said. 

"We heard that parents didn't feel comfortable sending their children in uniforms when others 
didn't. That peer pressure was there, even for (parents)," Johnson said. 

But in surveys with parents and staff, about 80% said they supported a dress code, she added. 

The board agreed in the spring to make uniforms mandatory, said Johnson, who wore a navy 
blue suit. 

Though it wasn't mandatory, several staff members also sported the colors. 

Not everyone was won over though, including second grader Tyriq Lewis, 7, who would have 
picked out his Transformers Tshirt to wear for the first day of school. 

But Aurelia Kent was a fan. The 6yearold has shorts, pants and jumpers and different shirts, all 
in the appropriate colors. For her first day of first grade, she chose a light blue polo shirt with 
three big, sparkly buttons. 

It's an important day, Aurelia explained, as she waited with her father for the morning lineup in 
the cafeteria: "I wanted it to be pretty." 

 

 


